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T W I N  TO W N S  S P O R T I N G  &  S O C I A L

TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT TWIN TOWNS INTERNAL SPORTING AND SOCIAL CLUBS, CLICK HERE FOR CONTACT DETAILS.
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Club Banora Garden Club was established in 1995, and it was the 
only Garden Club in the district. 

It was well patronised then and still is, with 58 members and 12 life 
members, all enthusiastic about gardens, plants and making friends. 

Gwen Barnes is our current industrious President and well 
supported by the Committee and volunteers. 

Our most recent function, the Christmas in July Luncheon, was 
attended by 30 members. It was held at the home of members Pat 
and John Macrae in Terranora and was a lovely, friendly day with 
tasty food, walks in the garden and the day finished with some 
lucky door prizes and a Christmas carol or two. 

A big thankyou to John & Patricia for making us so welcome.

Our next event is a bus trip to Springtime on the Mountain at 
Mount Tamborine on Saturday 26 September. This is a fantastic 
opportunity to see a variety of formal and informal gardens and 
make new friends. 

We will visit six gardens and have a picnic lunch. If you are not a 
member, this is the time to join Club Banora Garden Club and come 
along to this event.

In July we had guest speaker ‘Lorenzo the Honeyman from 
Queensland’.  He has an amazing knowledge of bees and the 
audience was fascinated. Did you know 99% of bees in a hive are 
females, live for 6 weeks and never sleep. Samples of honey were 
on offer: Iron Bark, Blue Gum and Macadamia, all for sale.

Our next meeting will be held on 4 August the guest speaker will be 
Fingal Head Coastcare. This voluntary community group is working 

to restore the flora and fauna habitat which was destroyed by sand 
mining in the 1950’s and 1960’s. Come along and find out what 
they are doing and make new friends.

Club Banora Garden Club meets on the first Tuesday of every 
month at 10.15am at Club Banora on Leisure Drive, Banora Point. 
We offer guest speakers, morning teas, bus trips, trading tables, 
raffles, lucky door and benching prizes.  It’s a great opportunity to 
enjoy a chat with friends over coffee tea and biscuits. 

Our next meeting is 4 August at 10.15am. Visitors and new 
members are welcome. Join our Club for inspiration, activities 
and bring along your favourite plants to show. Enquiries to Club 
President Gwendoline Barnes (message) 0468 872 199 or email 
gwendolinebarnes1@bigpond.com See you there!

Garden Club July Winner Dawn Cooper

Garden Club July meeting

Christmas in July luncheonChristmas in July luncheon

https://www.twintowns.com.au/
https://twintowns.com.au/wp-content/uploads/InternalClubs-April2025.pdf
mailto:gwendolinebarnes1%40bigpond.com?subject=
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The next members monthly meeting will be held on Monday 
31 August at 12pm in the ANZAC Room. Presentation event: 
Vietnam Through the Eyes of a Digger by Greg Carter; date 18 
August, 3pm in Sub-Branch ANZAC Room. A collection of photos 
and personal stories of life during the Vietnam War. Call office 
07 5536 1164 to book free tickets. The Member’s Luncheon 
will be held in the Flame Community Room at Twin Towns on 
Monday 28 September. Every Thursday, drop-in morning tea is on 
from 9.30am-11am. Come in for cake, coffee, a chat and a laugh. 
Veteran’s partners and carers welcome. Advocates are available 
from Tuesday to Thursday by appointment. Please check our 
website www.thc-rsl.org.au for the latest information. Office 
hours are Monday to Friday 9am-12pm. Phone 07 5536 1164 or 
emaill admin@thc-rsl.org.au

Belinda McIntosh, Office Manager

The end of June was a very busy time for Club Banora Tennis Club. 
We held our very successful Murder Mystery Night at Club Banora 
with 41 attendees. It was wonderful to see so many returning 
and new faces participating. Our ladies Div 2 team Bandits had 
success by winning the Grand Final of their fixtures competition on 
Tuesday 23 June. Congratulations ladies. We have had several new 
members join our tennis club recently and we would like more! If 
you know anyone who might like to refresh or begin playing tennis, 
we would be happy to welcome them. Please have them either 
attend one of our social days or contact Stephanie on 0409 270 
126. Mixed Social Sunday 8am-11am; Ladies Social Thursday 8am-
11am; Men’s Social Wednesday 8am-11am and Mixed Social 
Thursday night 6pm-8pm.

It’s August already, only five months until Christmas. We had 
local high schools playing lawn bowls for their sport. This has now 
finished so no more BBQs for a few months. Numbers for men’s 
bowls have been good on the greens and inside the club after the 
game. Many thanks to the committee who run the games. On a 
sad note, we have lost one of our long-standing Sponsors, Michael 
Lawrence from Solomons Flooring, who passed away in June. 
Michael was a great man. From the President, Committee and 
bowlers, we would like to pass on our condolences to Michael’s 
family. Enjoy your bowls.

July was another busy month starting with the GC Marathon 
weekend and finishing with the Inter Club Relay. A lot of 
members took part in both events; well done everyone. August 
is promising to be busy. We have our Combined Clubs meet/
breakfast on the 16th, and a few members are competing in 
the Running Festival at Coffs Harbour on the 30th. Come join 
us for a run or walk. We cover distances of 5km to12km and 
work on increasing fitness and mental wellbeing. A great club to 
make friends and enjoy a coffee after our meets. New members 
always welcome to come check us out for up to three times 
before joining. We meet Tuesdays and Thursdays at 6.30am 
at Greenmount (opposite the Pink Hotel) and Sundays 7am at 
various venues. Enquiries to Secretary Tracy Mo on 0414 590 940.  

The team who pulled the night together - Sharon, Lee, Ray,  
Steph & Kerrie

Algers, Sharon, Lee, Fay & Allen

Our social bowls are continuing to be well attended and 
enjoyed.  Recently, players from Adelaide have joined us as well; 
apparently our weather is better. Our next function will be a 
Welcome to Spring BBQ on 8 September. It will be held in the 
halfway golf house with generous help from MasterChef Ross 
O’Leary. More later. I was interested to read in the Tweed Valley 
Weekly of the 63 years celebrations for Cabarita Bowls & Sports 
Club. It reminded me of an important link between the bowls 
club there and us: When the TTSLBC was first formed by 11 
ex-service women back in March 1979, there were no greens to 
play on yet or even a Club Banora. Apparently, all the local bowls 
clubs were contacted to find play, and Cabarita was the only one 
offering to welcome us (Coolangatta Club kindly offered to coach 
new bowlers). Our ladies travelled by chartered bus and cars on 
Fridays from 1979 ‘til 1984, when Club Banora was opened, with 
four bowling greens. We are indebted to our present patron and 
past champion Marie Ellis for her record-keeping.

Veronica

July saw plenty of action on the tables for our Club Banora 
Snooker Club. Kicking off with our sponsored Sunday, 17 players 
contested. John Themelkos, who escapes the cold of Canberra 
every winter to enjoy the sun-up here, was still ice cold on the 
table and swept all before him to get the win. Well done, John. 
In the FNC doubles championship held in July, it was Peter Watt 
and Phil Towle who held the Club Banora flag high to become 
champions, beating the Ballina dynamic duo of Ray Wilcher and 
Mark Murray in the final. Well done to all and special mention 
to Des Turner OAM for organising the day. Finally, although we 
don’t see her much these days, Jessica Woods again showed her 
class as Australia’s top ladies player winning her 10th National 
Women’s title in Hervey Bay. Congratulations again Jess from all 
of us at Club Banora - an amazing achievement! Until next month. 
Don’t just knock it, put it in the pocket!

Grant

https://www.twintowns.com.au/
mailto:admin@thc-rsl.org.au
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Our games are held every Thursday night in the screened off 
dining area at Club Banora. We start at 6.30pm year-round 
and finish around 8.30pm. Fees to play are $3 members and $4 
non-members and there are prizes for the winner and runner-up 
as well as Lucky Door prizes, depending on number of players. 
New residents to the area and holiday makers will be made most 
welcome and if you need a few practice hands before we start, 
just turn up 15 minutes before starting time. We had a very 
successful Christmas in July dinner with 19 in attendance and we 
will be having a BBQ in October as well as our regular Christmas 
Dinner. It is only $15 a year to join our internal club which entitles 
you to two free BBQ’s each year as well as dinner vouchers for 
our Christmas in July and Christmas Dinners.

Joker Judy

After our usual Sunday morning races at Kingscliff Pool on 5 July, 
some members headed down to Greenmount Beach where we, 
and several other clubs, had been invited by the Tweed Dolphins 
to compete in a surf swim, with the prizes going to those who 
swim closest to the time they nominate. Out of our team of four, 
Neil was the only one who does the surf swim regularly. The three 
ladies, Margaret, Kim and Toni, were scratching their heads to 
come up with a time, and eventually just plucked numbers out 
of the air. Therefore, it was an absolute fluke that they all did so 
well! In the individual race, Toni coming second and Margaret 
fourth. The only other event was the four-person tag relay 
against five other teams. At the lunchtime presentation, they 
were astounded to learn they were the winners, scoring the 
perpetual shield, plus a bottle of wine each.

Bubbles

Do you like fishing?  Do you like socialising?  Well, we have a Club 
that would suit you. This club is turning out to be a great husband 
and wife social outing. Come along for a chin wag and a sausage 
sizzle. Not great weather for a BBQ weigh-in. The weather gods 
were well and truly against us. But Steve and John W showed us 
all how to do it. I would like to welcome Steve Lovegrove back. I 
believe he is supposed to be taking it easy but no, he came in with 
9 bream. 1st went to Steve Lovegrove with 9 bream, 2nd to John 
Watkins with 7 bream. Congratulations. The raffle was won by 
John Watkins. We still need the Secretary position to be filled. So 
come forward and fill the position please. The aim of our Club is 
to provide a social forum where people interested in recreational 
fishing, but not necessarily Anglers, can meet and exchange their 
ideas and knowledge of fishing. We have a comp every month so 
anytime is a good time to come along. All welcome. Keep fishing, 
tight lines for all. Enquiries to Ferdi on 0414 812 907.

Dutchy

Bridge is held every Mondays from 12pm-4pm and Monday 
evenings from 6pm-9pm and Fridays from 12pm-4pm in the 
Hideaway lounge adjacent to the Pro Shop at Club Banora. We 
hold free dinners for members from time to time throughout the 
year. The Club is ABF affiliated and pays the affiliation fees for 
its members. We welcome any players whether expert or social. 
If you would like to learn to play, simply contact the Club. Our 
partner arranger is Dee Davidson and can be contacted on 0423 
356 417. Our website is https://twintowns.bridgeaustralia.org

Our meetings are held on the second Monday of the month at 
10am in Visions Room on the Sebel side of Twin Towns. Our next 
meeting will be 10 August. Our next trip will be on the 24 August 
to Mountainview Alpaca Farm with lunch at Canungra Hotel. All 
tickets will be sold at the meeting on 10 August. You must be at 
the meeting to purchase tickets. We welcome new members who 
are looking for a social outing and a chance to meet new people. 
Phone calls Tuesday to Friday 10am-4pm. President Maree 
Mortimer 07 5590 9301; Membership Officer Faye Wilson 07 
5524 9043; Welfare Marie Holmes 0417 602 368; Tour & Social 
Organiser Cherry Symans 0413 397 306.

There goes half of 2026 and looking back, all I saw was rain. 
This must have been one of the wettest periods on record. The 
captains are going to have to work overtime to get all the honour-
board events done if this keeps up. It is a shame as the course is in 
fantastic condition and we just haven’t been able to get on it for 
fear of tearing it up. It is a similar story for most of the Northern 
Rivers’ courses though. As of July, the practice fairway area is 
not open to general access as previously. Entry to that area will 
now be via the Pro Shop. Our Ladies have celebrated the 100th 
Birthday of one of their all-time favourite members. On behalf of 
all our golf club members, we wish Betty Hall a Happy Birthday 
and good health. See you out there.

Brent McLennan (Pres)

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
PLEASE CALL 07 5536 2277

There’s something for everyone...

Twin Towns has so many sporting and social clubs 
and you can be a member of as many as you like! Try 

something new and exciting and make some new friends.

Why not try something new?

Mens Bowls  | Ladies Bowls  |  Golf  |  Euchre  |  Triathlon 
Bridge  |  Tennis  |  Seniors Social  |  Fishing  |  Diggers Swimming  

Runners & Walkers   |  Snooker  |  Garden

WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING TODAY?

Surf swim winners Toni, Neil, Margaret & Kim

https://www.twintowns.com.au/
https://twintowns.bridgeaustralia.org

