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While some of us are less than excited about yet another birthday, 
we at Ladies Bowls are always happy to see our club celebrate 
another year. 

This year was our 42nd anniversary here at Club Banora. The first 
year of the club, however, was 1979 when 11 ex-service women 
formed it, but without greens or Club Banora.

They played at Cabarita Bowls Club until November 1984, when 
Club Banora was built and greens were ready for play. Leisure 
Drive only went as far as the tennis courts, and there was a colony 
of koalas opposite. 

Our ladies’ shirts have the koala on them still (the real ones were 
relocated to the bypass). By this time, the club had grown to be the 
largest on the coast. 

As is the case with many lawn bowls clubs, our numbers have 
significantly declined but the club spirit of competition and 
friendliness hasn’t. 

Pictured is a group of bowlers seen any day after the game, in 
the Club for refreshments and a chat; this part of the day is so 
important to our ladies.

Getting back to our recent birthday lunch, pictured, we were 
joined by two TTSC Board members, Chairman Brian Brown and 
and Deputy Chair Sharon Styman. 

We thank them for supporting us, and the Board for the grant that 
allowed us to subsidise the lunch cost for our members. 

The roast meal and service were excellent and we enjoyed the 
dessert cake baked by the La De Da bakery on Kennedy Drive. 

Attending the event were our current bowlers as well as past 
presidents and non-playing members who keep in touch. 

Veronica

 Ladies Bowlers with Chairman Brian Brown and Deputy Chair Sharon Styman

Ladies Bowlers after game day

https://www.twintowns.com.au/
https://twintowns.com.au/wp-content/uploads/InternalClubs-April2025.pdf
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Next members monthly meeting will be held Monday 27 July 
at 12pm in the Sub-Branch ANZAC Room. Next bus trip for 
Sub-Branch members is to Fort Lytton Brisbane on Tuesday 14 
July, cost $25pp includes morning tea and lunch. Presentation 
event: Vietnam Through the Eyes of a Digger by Greg Carter; 
date 18 August, 3pm in Sub-Branch ANZAC Room. It includes a 
collection of photos and personal stories of life during Vietnam 
War. Call the office on 07 5536 1164 to book free tickets. Every 
Thursday, drop-in morning tea is on from 9.30am-11am. Come 
in for cake, coffee, a chat and a laugh. Veteran’s partners and 
carers are welcome. Library is open on Thursdays by Wellbeing 
Advocate/Librarian David Graham. Want to volunteer? 
You don’t have to be a veteran. Please call to find out more. 
Compensation Advocates Jenny Sheehan and Joe Russell 
available Tuesday to Thursday 9am-3pm by appointment. Office 
hours are Monday to Friday, 9am to 12pm. Phone 07 5536 1164 
or email admin@thc-rsl.org.au

Belinda McIntosh, Office Manager

Our meetings are held on the second Monday of the month at 
10am in the Visions Room on the Sebel side of Twin Towns. Our 
next meeting will be Monday 14 July. Our next trip will be on 28 
July - a mystery trip - something different. Seats will be limited 
and all tickets will be sold at the July meeting. You must be at the 
meeting to purchase tickets. We welcome new members who 
are looking for a social outing and a chance to meet new people. 
Phone calls Tuesday to Friday, 10am-4pm. President Maree 
Mortimer 07 5590 9301; Membership Officer Dorothy Colman 
0434 278 397; Welfare Marie Holmes 0417 602 368; Tour & 
Social Organiser Cherry Symans 0413 397 306.

Bridge is held every Monday from 12pm-4pm and Monday 
evenings from 6pm-9pm, and Fridays from 12pm-4pm in the 
Hideaway Lounge adjacent to the Pro Shop at Club Banora. We 
hold free dinners for members from time to time throughout the 
year. The Club is ABF affiliated and pays the affiliation fees for 
its members. We welcome any players whether expert or social. 
If you would like to learn to play, simply contact the Club. Our 
partner arranger is Dee Davidson who can be contacted on 0423 
356 417. Our website is https://twintowns.bridgeaustralia.org

At our June meeting, the Vice President, Greg Morrison, gave 
an informal talk on the set-up of his Composta. This is an herb 
garden with a worm farm in the middle. Greg has three years’ 
experience, and it was good to hear his advice. His Composta is 
out in full sun but in summer he protects the worms by wrapping 
carpet around the central area. Great idea, Greg. The benching 
Best Exhibit was won by Jan Suter with her spectacular orchid; 
runners-up were Kerrin Wort and Helen Warren. Our July 
speaker will be Lorenzo, the honey man, who will have honey 
available for purchase. Upcoming events: Botanical Bazaar, 
Saturday 1 August at Nerang; Xmas in July lunch Wednesday 15 
July; and a bus trip to Mt Tambourine Saturday 26 September. 
Our next meeting is Tuesday 7 July at Club Banora; Club opens 
at 10am.

 Jan Suter with her winning orchid Reminder to Club members that we are holding our annual pre-
GC Marathon weekend carb-loading night on Thursday 2 July. 
Sean Bell, the fastest man to run around Australia, will be our 
guest speaker. Good luck to members competing in events over 
the weekend. Reminder, we do have a tent available to members 
and supporters. The position of tent will be posted on Facebook 
and WDFL message group. Come join us for a run or walk. We 
cover distances of 5km to 12km and work on increasing fitness 
and mental wellbeing. A great club to make friends and enjoy 
a coffee after our meets. We meet Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
6.30am at Greenmount (opposite the Pink Hotel) and Sundays 
from 7am at various venues. New members always welcome to 
come check us out for up to three times before joining. Enquiries 
to Secretary Tracy Mo on 0414 590 940. 

In the program for winter swimming, the listed carnival to be 
hosted by Marlins did not proceed. However, we have several 
swimmers who intend to head down to Greenmount Beach on 5 
July to compete in an Ocean Swim hosted by the Dolphins. This 
will be immediately after our usual, but slightly abbreviated, 
Sunday morning competition at Kingscliff Pool starting at 8am. 
We all have our times down pat for our pool swims but there’s 
going to be some wild guesses made when nominating our times 
for an ocean swim. Some members, who are not fond of surf 
races, have kindly offered to assist by timekeeping. Results in the 
next edition.

Bubbles
Our much-loved Murder Mystery night was once again a great 
success, filled with lots of fun. Thank you to everyone that 
attended. All the rain of late hasn’t deterred our wonderful 
members who have been supporting our social days. It has 
been great to see so many members attend. Repair work has 
commenced on Court 5 and we are hoping it will be reopened for 
use in the very near future. Social Tennis for everyone! Whether 
you are a beginner or an experienced player, member or non-
member, you are warmly welcome to join us at one of our regular 
social tennis sessions or whenever it suits your schedule. Mixed 
Social Sunday 8am-11am; Ladies Social Thursday 8am-11am; 
Men’s Social Wednesday 8am-11am; and Mixed Social Thursday 
night 6pm-8pm.

https://www.twintowns.com.au/
mailto:admin@thc-rsl.org.au
https://twintowns.bridgeaustralia.org


3    |    ISSUE 584 JULY 2026 Ph: 07 5536 2277    |    twintowns.com.au

Much to everyone’s dismay, rain continued until mid-June. Not a 
huge amount but enough to keep the course sodden and causing 
the course to be open for walking golfers only. This restricted 
most of our members from getting out there and having a go. 
For almost half of the first six months of this year, the course has 
been inaccessible to carts due to the weather. This has caused a 
lot of disruption to our golfing programme and given our Captains 
one headache after another. At the time of writing, the course 
has just opened for play and looks a picture. It is, however, very 
soft underfoot and will need extra care with cart travel. Course 
care will be a must as it is too easy to take a divot. So please fill all 
divots as you go. See you out there (with your sand bucket).

Brent McLennan (Pres)

Our games are held every Thursday night in the screened off 
dining area at Club Banora. We start at 6.30pm year-round 
and finish around 8.30pm. Fees to play are $3 members and $4 
non-members. There are prizes for the winner and runner-up, as 
well as one or two Lucky door prizes, depending on number of 
players. It is only $15 to join our club (in addition to Twin Towns 
Membership) which gives you two free BBQs per year, plus meal 
vouchers for a Christmas in July dinner and a Christmas dinner. 
There is a minimum number of games required to play to take 
advantage of the dinner vouchers. Any visitors or new residents 
to the area will be made most welcome and if you would like to 
brush up your skills, please come along 15 minutes before our 
starting time to have a few practice hands with our members.

Joker Judy

Well, here we are in Jolly July, the second half of the year. I hope 
you all enjoyed your bowls in the first half of 2026. The Club 
Championships Singles have been played, and in the finals, the 
Champion was Brian Bowden and the runner-up was Stephen 
Vrana. Congratulations to you both. Banora High School students 
have had their last day playing bowls for their sports day. Thank 
you to all the volunteers for their support. We always enjoy 
having the opportunity to help them to learn and play the great 
game of lawn bowls. We also had two BBQs last month which 
were enjoyed by all, especially by Alan who was first on-site. Alan 
didn’t want to miss his bacon! Numbers have been good on the 
greens and inside the Club after the game. Enjoy your Bowls.

Rosco

From left, runner-up Stephen, 
President Terry and Champion Brian. 

Do you like fishing? Do you like socialising? Well, we have a Club 
that would suit you. This club is turning out to be a great husband 
and wife social outing. Come along for a chin wag, a sausage sizzle 
and a bring a plate or a drink along. We would like to wish Steve 
Lovegrove a speedy recovery from his operation; we hope to 
see you soon. First place went to John Watkins with some dart, 
bream and a whiting. Congratulations John. The raffle was won 
by John Watkins, not bad, a lovely $50 Twin Towns voucher. We 
still need the Secretary position to be filled. So come forward 
and fill the position please. The aim of our Club is to provide a 
social forum where people interested in recreational fishing, but 
not necessarily Anglers, can meet and exchange their ideas and 
knowledge of fishing. We have a comp every month so anytime 
is a good time to come along, socialise and see what has been 
caught for the weekend. All welcome. Keep fishing, tight lines for 
all. Enquiries to Ferdi on 0414 812 907.

Dutchy

There were some huge results for Club Banora Snooker Club in 
June. Ballina hosted one of the biggest comps on the North Coast, 
the Southern Cross Snooker Championship. Forty-eight players 
competed and with only four remaining, three were represented 
by us. Tim Ashcroft, Cooper Thomson and Luke Bofinger all played 
great and fought out the semi-finals. When the dust settled, 
Cooper Thomson walked away as the 2026 Champion beating 
Luke in the final. Well done to Cooper and a fantastic effort by 
all. Cooper didn’t stop there. In our June Sunday competition 
proudly sponsored by one of our finest members Bryne Smith and 
his wife Thalia, 19 players competed and Cooper swept all before 
him (including myself) to win again, beating the one and only 
Jessica Woods who was up from Albury for the weekend. Our 
venue has also had an upgrade. Freshly painted lighter walls have 
brightened the room up considerably and has made it even more 
of a pleasure to play. Come down and have a look. 

Grant 

Semi-finalists Tim Ashcroft, Luke 
Bofinger and Winner Cooper Thomson

https://www.twintowns.com.au/

